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Step 1: Reflect on the Text

Read the Scripture printed above. What stands out to you? What do you find interesting and/or 
important? What is challenging or causes you to have questions?

Step 2: Reflect on the Sermon

INTRODUCTION

1. Some people doubt the existence of God, but more often, we doubt his goodness towards us.  How 
do you suppose this story of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus help us to see God’s goodness in new 
ways?

2. What was your one, big takeaway from the sermon? How would you summarize the main theme of 
the sermon in one phrase or sentence? 

THE PRESENCE OF JESUS

1. After Lazarus died, Jesus began his trek to be with Mary and Martha.  In other words, Jesus moved 
towards the sorrow instead of performing a miracle at a distance.  Why is this so important to a 
modern day sufferer?

THE PROMISE OF JESUS

1. Jesus said to Martha in v. 40, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?”  This promise is significantly more comprehensive raising Lazarus from the dead.  Ronnie 
likened this to a sailor looking at the horizon when his boat is overtaken by a storm.  How does this 
promise resonate with you?

THE POWER OF JESUS

1. In v. 43, Jesus ordered, “Lazarus, come out!” In the 4th Century, Basil the Great wrote that if Jesus 
would not have specified Lazarus by name, all the dead would have risen from the grave.  Jesus 
offers sympathy, but it is more than that, he has ultimate authority over death.  How is it 
comforting that Jesus can offer us more than well-wishes and sympathy?

THE PURPOSE OF JESUS

1. Ronnie explained that the original Greek that describes Jesus as “deeply moved” (cf. v. 33, v. 38) is 
also used to describe the angry snorting of a war horse who is about to go into battle.    Jesus means 



to make war on death and make it untrue.  Have you ever thought about it in those terms?  What 
does this remind you of?

Step 3: Final Reflections

1. Have you ever shared in Mary and Martha’s question, “God, where were you?”  How is the hope of 
resurrection more compelling than a simple answer to our questions?

2. How has your understanding, appreciation, and love for Jesus and the gospel grown as a result of 
this study?

3. In what areas of faith and practice are you feeling convicted by the Holy Spirit to act as a result of 
this study?


