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Step 1: Reflect on the Text

Read the Scripture printed above. What stands out to you? What do you find interesting and/or 
important? What is challenging or causes you to have questions?

Step 2: Reflect on the Sermon

INTRODUCTION

1. John wants his listeners to have certainty and intimacy with God, and therefore introduced 
concepts of light and darkness.  Ronnie made the case that a person’s certainty is tied a person’s 
hidden interests of who they want (or need) God to be.  God’s light can illumine some of those 
interests that shape (or distort) our vision of God.  What are ways that you have visualized God 
that the Scripture can correct? 

2. What was your one, big takeaway from the sermon? How would you summarize the main theme of 
the sermon in one phrase or sentence? 

WHAT DO WE DO WITH OUR SIN?

1. Getting honest with ourselves means soberly acknowledging that we have sinned.   John suggests 
that “confession” (v9) helps us to live in the light.  Why do you think confession so important for 
Christians? How can you grow in this practice? 

2. John makes the argument in v. 7 that when we walk in the light (i.e. gritty and humble 
acknowledgement of sin) we have “fellowship” with others?  Have you ever experienced the grace 
of being in a transparent relationship that made the friendship even deeper?  Have you experienced 
this with God?

WHAT DOES GOD DO WITH OUR SINS?

1. Ronnie made the case that we love in order to believe (and thus have certainty).  In v7 and v9, God 
repeats that God is faithful to cleanse us of all sin.  How might this thought make us fall deeper in 
love with Christ, and thus increase our certainty?  Have you ever taken time to mediate on what 
God has done to purify you and cleanse you? 

Step 3: Final Reflections

1. John says that Jesus (2v2) is the propitiation for our sins.  Propitiation is old word that means that 
God’s just anger is assuaged.  What does this mean for you personally?



2. How has your understanding, appreciation, and love for Jesus and the gospel grown as a result of 
this study?

3. In what areas of faith and practice are you feeling convicted by the Holy Spirit to act as a result of 
this study?


