
Finding housing

Here are some neighborhoods in the San Juan metropolitan area you may want to 
investigate. If you are planning to rent, some rentals in PR are available fully furnished, 
so it is good to know what will be available in your new home before packing your 
furniture for the move.

Dorado
Dorado is home to many English-speakers and features some great beaches and, of 
course, Trinity Church Dorado! The supply of housing and accessibility to San Juan 
makes it a desirable place to live.

Old San Juan
Old San Juan is the oldest western settlement within Puerto Rico and has been declared 
a National Historic Landmark District. The streets of Old San Juan feature colonial 
Spanish architecture with cobblestone streets, world-renowned restaurants, museums, 
open-air-cafes, and two historic forts (San Felipe del Morro and San Cristóbal). 
Throughout the year there are many festivals and events* that draw hundreds of 
thousands of visitors. Here you’ll find† furnished and unfurnished apartments and 
condominium units.

Condado
Condado is about three miles east of Old San Juan, and has a Miami Beach-type 
atmosphere with upscale restaurants, nightclubs, and designer boutiques. There are 
several waterfront parks with beach access (although the swimming conditions on the 
Atlantic side in the Condado area are often quite rough and swimming is not advised). 
In Condado, you’ll primarily find apartment and condominium rentals with a limited 
number of stand-alone homes. A bus runs regularly between Condado and Old San 
Juan.

Other popular areas
If you are looking to rent a house, the suburbs of metro San Juan, like Miramar and 
Santurce, are generally your best options. The towns of Guaynabo, Bayamón, and are 
within reasonable commuting distances of San Juan. One thing to keep in mind is that 
although Puerto Rico is relatively small (100 miles by 35 miles, roughly the size of 
Connecticut), it has very high automobile density (4,300 cars per mile of paved road), 
and as a result, commute times can be extremely long.*



Things to consider when investigating housing
• If you are able, one of the best things you can do to get an idea of different 

neighborhoods is to visit Puerto Rico a couple of months before your move. It is very 
difficult to find a home solely online, and spending some time here can allow you to 
avoid costly mistakes.†

• Working with a realtor can be very helpful, particularly if you are not fluent in 
Spanish. Many realtors here speak English and will be able to show you different 
areas in a very efficient manner.

• Many gated communities with security and controlled access also feature pools, 
fitness centers, and other amenities. Some apartments and condominiums also offer 
24-hour security and controlled access parking for your vehicle.

• If you are interested in an apartment in Old San Juan or Condado, there are typically 
more furnished units available than unfurnished. You may want to consider placing 
items in longterm storage to save shipping expenses and open up more housing 
possibilities without needing to pay for storage in PR.

• Utilities, in general, are not as reliable as they are in the continental United States. 
Many buildings/houses have back-up generators and cisterns to mitigate those 
interruptions.

• If you are not comfortable with the Spanish language, having someone (friend, co-
worker, etc.) who is bilingual can be of tremendous help with housing options and all 
aspects of moving and settling in (scouting different areas, dealing with movers, 
setting up utilities, landlords, etc.)

• Having a Spanish-speaking attorney available to look over your lease and make 
recommendations can be an excellent resource during this process.

• Electric bills can be quite high, so know what is included in the rent; if you plan to 
cool your house via open windows, inspect the screens (to protect you from 
mosquitoes) and security features carefully.

• You can look for places on www.clasificadosonline.com or other sites.

http://www.clasificadosonline.com

